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Not accuſed of any crime ; not conſcious of 


any delinquency; they ſuffer a privation of 
rights and conveniences, the penalty reſerved, 


DECLARATION, Ac. 


1 In the preſent enlightened and improving 
period of Society, it is not for the Inn 


Roman CaTHroLics alone to continue filent. 


in wiſe ſtates, for offences of atrocious mag- 
nitude. It does not become them, whilſt, 


with liberality ever to be gratefully remem- 
| bered, many deſcriptions of their Fellow-citi- 
ens compaſſionate their fituation, to ſeem 

indifferent to the defirable, and, they hope, 


not diſtant event of their emancipation.— 
They wiſh to aſcertain upon what terms they 


may venture to ſettle in a Country, which 
they love with the rational preference of Men, 
not the ſimplicity of puerile acquieſcence.— 


It is not for the Inisn CArnorics, armed 


as their cauſe is with reaſon and juſtice, like 


„ 
—_ calamity. 


141 


calamity. They ought to advance their claim 
at a time moſt favourable to diſcuſſion, when 
the condition of the Empire is flouriſning 


and tranquil. They might ſeem culpable to 
their Country, if, affecting to diſſemble what 
it were unmanly not to feel, they reſerved 
their pretenſions in ambuſcade, to augment 
the perplexities of ſome critical emergency. 
They ſhould be culpable to poſterity, if 
they omitted to profit of the general inclina- 
tion of public ſentiment. They ſhould be 
culpable to themſelves, if they ſuffered an 


imputation to ſubſiſt, that in the extent of 
the Britiſh territory they alone ſubmit, with- 


out repining, to a mortifying and oppreſſive 
bondage, degrading to themſelves, and per- 
nicious to their country. They conceive, 
that, in the preſent ſtate of things, their 
ſilence might be received as evidence of ſuch 
diſpoſitions. = 


Influenced by theſe conſiderations, and 
inſtructed by a recent tranſaction, that, al- 


| Tous, there is no ſecurity that they ſhall not 


be enforced, —for even in a philoſophic age 
there will be bigots and tyrants, where the 
votaries 


in this Country on perſons profeſſing the 
| Roman CATHOLIC Religion. —We therefore 5 
do unanimouſly reſolve, 


[971 
votaries of freedom are moſt ſanguine,—a 
number of Roman CaTrorLics, reſident in 
Dublin, have formed themſelves into a Soci- 


ety, which they invite their Fellow-ſufferers 
throughout the Nation to unite with, which 
ſhall have for its object to conſider, and, in- 


dividually, to ſupport, with all their zeal and 
_ perſonal influence, ſuch meaſures, not incon- 
ſiſtent with their duty to the Civil Magiſtrate, 


as ſhall appear likely to relieve them from 


That we will, rn en- 


deavcur by all legal and conſtitutional means to 


aggrieved, as RoMan CATHOLICS; flat we 
will promote repeated applications to every branch 
of the legiſlature for that purpoſe ; and aſſiſt ſuch 


applications by all means of legal influence, which 
- 2 ; 


1 would be tedious, it might prove dif. 


guſting, to recount each individual grievance 


5 under which we ſuffer. The Roman Ca- 
| THOLICS 


{8-1 


THOLICS ſeem preſerved in this Land but as 4 


ſource of Revenue. The whole legiſlative, the 


- whole executive, the whole judicial power of 
the State, is in the hands of men, over whom 
they have no controul, and with whom they 
can have little intercourſe. They are prohi- 
| bited to engage in any mode of induſtry, from 


which it is poſſible to debar them, or which 
is worth the monopoly. They are reſtrifted 

in the education of their children: —as con- 
ſcientious men, we cannot lightly abandon 
our Religion, —as prudent men, we heſitate 


to engage in controverſial ſtudy ; the wiſeſt 
have been bewildered in ſuch purſuits, and 


they are for the moſt part incompatible with 


our neceſſary occupations. Nor is there any 


moral advantage held out as an inducement 
It 1s not pretended 


to change our Creed. 
that we ſhould become better men, or more 
_ dutiful ſubjects, but merely, experimentaliſts 
in Religion, ſeek to gratify their caprice, by 
forcing us from our habits of education into 


the paprrning labyrinths of theology. 


The liberty of Ws XD 10 theſe of our com- 


munten is à calemity, and their misfortunes 


ſeem likely to increaſe, as the country ſhall 


improve 


canvas, enforce the ideas of their inſignifi- 
cance ; they exemplify it too; witneſs the 
various preferences given by perſons of rank 

to not always the moſt deſerving among 
our Proteſtant Countrymen ;—a preference, 
nearly as detrimental to the „— Pro- 

5 teſtants as to us. 


1 


improve in proſperity and "REY They 


may look with envy to the ſubjects of an 


arbitrary Monarch, and contraſt that govern- 


ment, in which one great tyrant ravages the 


whom at every inſtant they muſt encounter. 
They have the buſtle and cumberſome forms, 
without the advantages, of Liberty. T 


octennial period, at which the delegated truſt 


of legiſlation is revoked, and his importance 
reſtored to the conſtituent, returns but to 
diſturb their tranquillity, and revive the re- 


collection of their debaſement. All the acti- 
vity, all the popular arts of electioneering 


There exifts not wie therr behalf any controut 


over power. They have felt the truth of this 
aſſertion, when, in this age of toleration, 
even within the laſt eight years, ſeveral new 
penal ſtatutes have been enacted againſt them. 


They | 
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They experience it daily, not alone in the 
great deliberations of the nation, but in the 


little concerns of minute diſtricts. Not alone 


in the levy of public money for the ſervice 
of the ſtate, but in the local impoſition of 
county and parochial taxes. We appeal to 
our rulers, we appeal to Ireland, we appeal 
to Europe, if we deſerve a place in Society, 


| ſhould we ſeem willing to inſinuate that ſuch 


a ſituation 15s not ſeverely unacceptable. 


We are ſatisfied that the mere repeal of | 
the laws againſt us will prove but feebly be- 
 neficial, unleſs the act be ſanctioned by the | 


concurrence of our Proteſtant brethren, and 


| thoſe jealouſies removed, by which the ſocial |} 
intercourſe of private life is interrupted. It 
is time we ſhould ceaſe to be diſtinct nations, 


forcibly encloſed within the limits of one 


inſtitution to ENCOUTAYE the ſpirit of "a 


mony, and ſentiments of affection, which 


the ties of common intereſt, and common 
country, ought, ere now, to have inſpired. 


Countrymen! too long have we ſuffered our- 


ſelves to be oppoſed, in rival factions, to each 
other, the ſport of thoſe who felt no tender- 


nels 
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neſs for either. Why ſhould a diverſity of 
ſentiment, ſo uſual where the matter in de- 
bate is abſtruſe or important, ſeparate thoſe 
whom Heaven placed together for mutual 


benefit and conſolation? Objects, material 
: in their day, produced hoſtility between our 
anceſtors. The cauſes of that diſcord have 


ceaſed to exiſt ; let the enmity too periſh ! 
Let it be the duty of the preſent and of future 
ages, to prevent the recurrence of ſuch un- 


natural and calamitous diſſention; except in 
the actual diſcharge of the religious duties, 
which conſcience renders inevitable, we wiſh 
there never ſhall be found a trace of difference, 
which may polity divide us into diſtinct 


communities. ; 


The ill effects of theſe reſtrictions are not 
confined to thoſe of our Religion ; they ex- 
tend to every individual, and every public 


body in the nation; under the weight of 


them, induſtry is depreſſed ; under their in- 


fluence, public ſpirit is enervated. IT 18 
THE INTEREST OF EVERY MAN 
IN IRELAND, THAT THE ENTIRE 

CODE SHOULD BE ABOLISHED. It 

is the intereſt of the Crown, as it muſt pro- 


mote. 
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mote the general happineſs of the ſubjects. 
It is the intereſt of the great, as it will ſerve 
to tranquillize the Country, and to encourage 


induſtry. It is the additional intereſt of the 
middle and inferior ranks, as it muſt impart 
new importance to their ſentiments ; and to 


the expreſſion of their ſentiments, we call 
upon every order in the ſtate, not alone by 
their benevolence and juſtice, but by their 
patriotiſm and ——— to co-operate 


with our exertions. 


It ** 
fortune of the Iriſb Catholics, that the number . 


of perſons aggrieved, in every other inſtance 


an inducement to redreſs, is a reaſon alledged 
to procraſtinate their relief, and an argument 


uſed to impoſe ſilence on their murmurs. 


Is it their act, that a multitude of Inſhmen 


are aggregated by common grievance, and 


x ] 57 ] in one great community of fellow- | 
ſufferers? Why accuſe them of hoſtility to 


_ the conſtitution? They earneſtly ſolicit to 
participate in its advantages: why ſuſpect 
them of enmity to their country? They 
defire entirely to incorporate themſelves with 


them 


it, to contract cloſer ties, which ſhall decide 
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them to conſign their poſterity irrevocably 
to its boſom. We envy not its endowments 
to the eſtabliihed Church; adverſity has in- 
ſtructed us, that all the conſolations which 
our religion promiſes, are moſt faithfully and 
tenderly adminiſtered by Paſtors, with mode- 


rate appointments, a free gift of gratitude 


to the kindeſt benefactors, faſtidiouſly ex- 
eluded from the conſtitution, we can pro- 


nounce on it, but as aliens, by ſpeculation. 
We diſcern in it the means of much happi- 
neſs; we regret that its ſymmetry is not com- 
plete: a chaſm remains, which might be filled 
with advantage by the Roman CaTnorics. 


We have neither paſſion nor intereſt at vari- 
ance with the order of things it profeſſes to 


eſtabliſn. We deſire only, that property in 


our hands may have its natural weight, and 
merit in our children its rational encourage 


ment. We have ſworn allegiance to our So- 


vereign ; and the very evils we complain of, 
prove how inviolable is our attachment to 


ſuch obligations. We reſpect the Peerage, 
the ornament of the ſtate and bulwark of 


the people; interpoſing, as we hope the Ir: 


| Catholics will experience, mediatory good of- 
fices between authority and the objects of it. 


them 
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We ſolicit a ſhare of intereſt in the exiſtence 


of the Commons. Do you require an addi- 
tional teſt? We offer one more unequivocal 


than a volume of abjurations—we hope to be 


free, and will endeavour to be united. Do you 
require new proofs of our ſincerity? We 
ſtood by you 1n the exigencies of ovr coun- 


try : we extend our hands, the pledge of cor- 
diality.— / bo is be that calls himſelf a Friend 155 


fo IRELAND, and will refuſe ws ? 


we feel ourſelves juſtified i in this aſſoci- 
ation: The period draws near, when it wil! 

befit the Ixisn CaTHoLICS to approach —_ -. 
legiſlature with reſpectful ſolicitation; it is 

meet that thoſe who ſuffer ſhould confer, in 

order to aſcertain the means and matter of 
redreſs likely to prove at once ſatisfactory and 
ſucceſsful. It is infinuated, that ſome of our 


Proteſtant Brethren are averſe to our eman- 


cipation ; it is meet we ſhould inveſtigate the 


grounds of this ſtrange aſſertion : the laws 
that have ſeparated us from our Countrymen, 


deſtroying our intercourſe with bodies con- 


ſtituted by authority, leave us no other man- 
ner to collect, or to convey the general ſenſe 


of our grievances, than this of a ſelf-created 


% 
4 
o 
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Society. We mean not to interfere with the 
harmony now happily ſubſiſting through the 
nation : if the applications on our behalf are 
complied with, we can never have an occa- 


ſion, —if rejected, we cannot have an intereſt 
; to interrupt it. 


Engaged, for the moſt part, 
in the various departments of commerce, we 


are concerned, not leſs than any other claſs 


of citizens, to cultivate the bleſſings of tran- 
quillity ; individually, we have more at ſtake, 


than ſome who preſume to falſify our motives, | 


and calumniate our actions. The ROMAN 


Carol ic body meaſured ſtrength with the 


power of the State, and was vanquiſhed, 


when it poſſeſſed a force that never more can 
be exerted, and was oppoſed to enennes far 
leſs numerous than now it ſhould encounter. 
The confiſcations of that period are con- 
firmed to the preſent occupiers by immemorial 
_ poſſeſſion, by the utter impoſlibility of aſcer- 
_ taining the original proprietors, by the per- 
ſonal and pecuniary intereſt of almoſt every 
Roman CaTnoLic in the land, to maintain 


| the ſettlement. Many of our community al- 


ready have, and ſtill more are likely to expend P 
their property on titles derived under theſe for- 


feitures. It is not from the wealthy, attached 


to 
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to their preſent enjoyment, that commotion 
is to be apprehended. It is not from the 


induſtrious; a fingle year of anarchy muſt | 


prove fatal to their competence. It is not 
from the poor, a wretched band of flaves, 
mouldering under theſe bad laws, and only 
made uſe of to degrade the Ir:/b Catholics to 
a rabble, when it is convenient to deſpiſe 
them. We are willing to forget, that any 
beſides the preſent race ever exiſted in this 
iſland! We long have been willing to forget 


it; if our recollection were not kept alive | 
by what we ſuffer, and by the celebration of | 
_ feſtivals, memorable only, as they denote the 
zra, and the events, from whence we date — 


our bondage. 


We will endeavour, by temperate, but un- 


remitting aſſiduity, to procure the benefit of 
that conſtitution, which, of all our fellov g- 


ſubjects, is denied alone to thoſe of our per- 
ſuaſion. We are amenable to all the decrees 
of the State; we contribute to all its exigen- 


cies: we are ſtill to be informed, upon what = 
grounds its advantages are made a monopoly 


to our excluſion. We challenge an inveſti- 
gation of our principles and conduct; we 
feel 


imputation of crimes can inſtigate, or what 


1 


feel not in ourſelves,— we know not that 
there is in our brethren, —a deficiency of 


manly ſpirit, of capacity or virtue, which 
ought to aſſign to the id Roman CAT RHO-· 
'Lic an inferior rank among the creatures of 
our common Father. If we have a crime, it 
is to have ſlept over our chains; our cauſe 


1s the cauſe of juſtice, and our country. 


We ſolicit counſel and affiſtance from all to 
. „ attract 
111 
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liarly recommend ourſelves; where talents 
have ariſen among us, they have been com- 


pelled to ſeek refuge in a foreign country; 
or they have periſhed in their infancy, rob- 


bed of the hope that animates, curtailed of 


the education that invigorates them. We 


claim, as of right, the benefit of open trial 
and candid diſcuſſion; when overpowered by 
the adminiſtration of an extenſive Empire, 


the Britiſb Senate did not refuſe its attention 
to the unfortunate exiles of Africa. If, in this 
_ enlightened age, it is ſtill our doom to ſuffer, 


we ſubmit; but, at leaſt, let us learn what 


B motives 
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motives of expediency can account for the 

_ denunciation of that heavy judgement. That 
if loyalty, which ſtrong temptations could 
never alienate; if exemplary good conduct, 
under the moſt trying circumſtances; if 
_ reverence to a conſtitution, which, in our 
native land, we are forbidden to approach ; be 
inſufficient to remove unjuſt aſperſions, and 


entitle us to the kindneſs and confidence of | 
our brethren ; we may be at leaſt inſtruted | 


we ſhould atone for what we — [1 
inexpiable— The political er errors or mis- * 
foros ef our — 


By Order of the Society 
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Aﬀter a confiderable reſearch, the Publiſher has 
been favoured with the following Copy of the 
Oath tendered to, and taken by every Perſon 
admitted into The Society of United Iriſh- 
men of Dublin. 


1 A. B. in the preſence of God, do pledge 
myſelf to my country, that I will uſe all my 
| abilities and influence in the of 
an impartial and adequate repreſentation of 
the Iriſh Nation in Parliament.—— And, as 
a means of abſolute and immediate neceſſity 
in the eſtabliſhment of this Chief Good of 
Ireland, I will endeavour, as much as lies 
in my ability, to forward a brotherhood of 
affection, an identity of intereſts, a com- 
munion of rights, and an union of power, 


5 among Iriſhmen of all religious perſuaſions; 


without which, every reform in Parliament 
muſt be partial, not national; inadequate to 
the wants, delufive to the wiſhes, and inſuf- 
ficient for the freedom and happineſs of this 
country. 


B 2 UNITED _ 
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* UNITED IRISHMEN OF DUBLIN. 


At a Meeting of the Society of United Iriſh- 
men of Dublin, the Hon. Simon Butler in 
the Chair, the following was agreed to: 


WHEN we reflect how often the Free- 


men and Freeholders of Dublin have been 


| convened, humbly to expreſs their grievances 
to Parliament; how often they have foli- 
cited the enaction of good, and the repeal of 


bad laws; how often, for ſucceſſive years, 


they have petitioned againſt the obnoxious 
and unconſtitutional police act; and how 
often all theſe applications have been treated 


with the moſt perfect contumacy and con- 
_ tempt: when theſe facts are brought to re- 
collection, is there an honeſt man will ſay, 


that the Houſe of Commons have the ſmalleſt 

| reſpect for the people, or believe themſelves 
their legitimate repreſentatives ? The fact 
is, that the great majority of that Houſe 

conſider themſelves as the repreſentatives of 


their own money, or the hired ſervants of 


the Engliſh government; whoſe Miniſter | 
here 1s appointed for the ſole purpoſe of 


nn. 


Iriſh improvement. 
naturally follows, that ſuch Miniſter is not 
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dealing out corruption to them, at the ex- 


pence of Iriſh liberty, Iriſh commerce, and 
This being the caſe, it 


only the repreſentative of the Engliſh views 


againſt this country, but is alſo the ſole repre- 
entative of the people of Ireland. To eluci- 
date which aſſertion, it is only neceſſary to 
aſk, whether a fingle queſtion in favour of 


this oppreſſed nation can be carried without 


his conſent; and whether any meaſure, how- 
ever inimical, may not through his influence : 
Lo elected. 


In this Nate of abject ſlavery, no hope re- 
mains for us, but in the ſincere and hearty 
union of all the people, for a complete and ra- 


dical reform of Parliament ; becauſe it is 


obvious, that ane party alone have been ever 


unable to obtain a ſingle bleſſing for their 


country; and the policy of our rulers has 
been always ſuch, as to keep the different 
ſets at variance, in which they have been 
daut too well ſeconded by our own folly. 


For the attainment, then, of this great and 
important object ; for the removal of abſurd 
Ln and 
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and ruinous diſtinctions; and for promoting 
a complete coalition of the people; a Club 
has been formed, compoſed of all religious 
perſuaſions, who have adopted for their name, 

The Society of United Iriſhmen of Dublin, 


and have taken as their Declaration, that of 


a ſimilar Society in Belfaſt. 


JAMES NAP PER TANDY, Sec. 


VOLUNTEERS of BELFAST. 


To o the Roman Catholics of Jameſtown and 
— 


GENTLEMEN, 


rr gives us the higheſt ſatisfaction to find 
that the ſentiments contained in our Decla- 
ration ſhould ſo heartily meet your approba- 


tion; and we ſhall be exceedingly happy to 


cultivate a correſpondence with you on every 
occaſion, where our joint efforts may tend to 
reſtore to Is1 SHMEN their long-loſt rights. 


You 


S y . 
n * 
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You are, or ought to.be, engaged in our 

| eauſe. We have ſpoken: we have faid, that 
the conſtitution of this country, if it defires, 
dr deſerves to be free, muſt comprehend THE 
PEOPLE. We have faid, that the firſt law 

zz the general will; and the determination of 
that will muſt be, that every citizen, without 
|  diſtintion of birth, poſſeſſions, or talents, 
ſhould enjoy the natural rights of perſonal 
ſecurity, perſonal freedom, and private pro- 
perty; the right of ſerving God according to 
his conſcience; and the, power of defending 
theſe rights. We have ſaid, that no man can 
de free, whole life, property, and opinions, 
4 are at the diſcretion of others, to whoſe ap- 
pointment he has no choice, and over whoſe 
conduct he has no controul. We have ſaid, 
/ therefore, that our great object was to effec- 

'  tuate an adequate repreſentation of the peo- 
3. in Parliament; to deſtroy the deſpotiſm 

; of diſcretionary delegation; and to conduct 

| the community by the impulſe of 1Ts own 
\! will. Of this will, you form a great part. 
If, to be free, a nation has only to wiIL it, 

let us will it; let all our enmities reſt with 

the bones of our anceſtors. Differing in our 
2 we differ in our faces, but reſem- 


4 8 5 bling 
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bling each other in the great features of hu 


manity, let us unite to vindicate the rights 
of our common nature ; let the decifive and 
unanimous voice of the Society at large, —of 
the body of the People, the mighty and ir- 
reſiſtible w OL E- be heard; z—it will—it 
; muſt be obeyed. 


| WILLIAM SINCLAIR, Chairman. 


CIRCULAR LETTER, 


Society of Dublin, to the various Cities, 


Towns, and Diſtricts, throughout this 5 


Kingdom. 


from different parts of Ireland, that ſeveral 
ill-informed Catholics, urged forward by de- 
ſigning men, are endeavouring to excite an 
oppoſition of ſentiment againſt the declara- 
tion of the Catholic Society of Dublin; we 
think it our duty, (knowing your zeal for 


our 


| Some time ſince forwarded by the Catho = 


' HAVING received authentic intelligence, 


tranſmit you a copy. You will find it, fim- 
ply, a clear and ſtrong ſtatement of the griev- 
ances which we have long ſuffered. It calls 
for an inveſtigation of theſe grievances; and 
ſurely public diſcuſſion cannot injure that 
_ cauſe, which has for its advocates, ruth, juſ- 
 fice, and found policy! So far from injuring, 
reigning power to an enquiry into thoſe laws 
by which we are oppreſſed ; which enquiry, 
we think, would not have taken place at the 
Preſent day, but for the exertions of the Ca- 


tholic Cory. 


tteir delegates in Dublin, who, being placed 


1 


9 our common intereſts) to give you this early 
intimation, that you may exert all your in- 
Avence to fruſtrate an attempt ſo inſidious 


* 


As uad declaration, we 


All we require of our brethren 1s, that they 


ſtand on the ſtrong ground of perfect filence ; 
neither intemperately advancing, nor incon- 
 fiſtently receding. Avoiding, for the preſent, 
all kinds of declarations or addreſſes; but 


relying with confidence on the exertions of 


at 
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at the ſource of information, are the more 


competent to forward the intereſt of the Ca- 


tholic body at this very critical period. We 


again exhort you to an inflexible ſilence; as 
any ſpecies of declaration or addreſs, at this 


time, (however innocent or plauſible in ap- 


pearance) might be attended with the * 


* — to the Catholic _ 
Signed, by Order, 
JAMES PHELAN. 


The following ADDRESS has been pre- [ 
| ſented to the LORD LIEUTENANT. 


| To his Excellency Joun Earl of Wes TMon- 
LAND, Lord Lieutenant General and Ge- 
neral Governor of IRELAND. 


WE, the ROMAN CATHOLIC inhabi- {| 
tants of the County of KERRY, finding that 


certain writings are publiſhed in this king- 


dom, and aſſociations attempted to be formed, 


which might poſſibly ſow the ſeeds of diſcon- 


JC ² J es ae. 


AF 


tent and impatience amongſt the lower claſſes 
of our perſuaſion; humbly beg leave, under 
| theſe circumſtances, to preſent your Excel- 
| lency the moſt unfeigned aſſurances of our 
| unſhaken loyalty, perfect ſubmiſſion to the 
laws, and moſt grateful and dutiful attach- 
ment to his Majeſty's perſon and government: 
{ We alſo humbly entreat your Excellency to 


| | accept our humble Declaration, that we hold 
in abhorrence every act, that can in the re- 


| a relaxation of the Penal Statutes, made in 


| moteſt degree favour of faction, or excite 
{ commotion in the State; that we are firmly 

determined always to perſevere in that peace- 

able conduct, which has merited for our Body 


angry times againſt them; and, on this con- 
duct alone, we rely for further favours from 


an enlightened Legiſlature, and a mild and 


{ auſpicious Government, ſuch as we have the 
3 happineſs of ** 


KENM ARE, for himſelf and the 
Roman Catholic Inhabitants of 
_ the co. Kerry. _ 


' GERARD TEAHAN, for myſelf 
and the Roman Catholic Clergy 


of Kerry. 
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THE 


5 8OCIETY INSTITUTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PRO. 
Moro UNANIMITY AMONGST IRISHMEN, 


An REMOVING RELIGIOUS PREJUDICES. 


HIS Declaration was firſt publiſhed 
with the name of one Theo. M*Kenna 


4 ſubſcribed to it: it has fince been republiſhed 
without a ſignature. The author probably 
conceived, that conſideration might thus be 
given to his work, which, if ſuppoſed to be 
the ſentiments of reſpectable, though un- 


known characters, would be formidable; 


 connedted with its author, would fink into 


naa A Declaration 


of the Catholic Society.— The writer, how- 

ever, ſoon perceived that his pamphlet would 
| not be much reliſhed, were it imagined to be 
authorized by Catholics only ; he therefore 
artfully drops the word Catbolics in the title- 


page 


TMJ 
page of a ſecond edition, and impoſes it on 


the world as if it were — banc b 


of Proteſtants. 


This original ſubſcription, and ſubſequent 


concealment, of the author's name, and firſt 


- the inſertion, and then the omiſſion, of the 


word Catholics in the title-page, prove unequi- 
vocally what were hi: own feelings at leaſt 
reſpecting his work: and ſpeak, more fignifi- 


cantly than a volume of evidence, the ſelf- 


conviction of Cs. 


"This Declaration was meant wat. 
ſtone of the Catholic ſentiment, and of the 


calumnies would fix upon them, is the defign 
of the following ſtrictures. 


general diſpoſition of the kingdom. It was 
therefore induſtriouſly circulated through the 
country, left under the knockers of houſes, 
and delivered gratis in the ſtreets. The ef- 
fe, however, has not anſwered the intent, 
as the Proteſtant mind has been diſguſted by 
its raſhneſs, and the ſober part of the Catho- 
| hes offended by its imputations. To reſcue 
the latter from the aſperſions which this man's 


The 
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The firſt artifice of M*Kenna is to inflame 
the minds of the Roman Catholics, by a falſe 


and exaggerated ſtatement of their ſituation. 
He repreſents them as labouring under puniſb- 


ment for offences of an atrocious magnitude, that 


they are groaning under a mortifying and op- 


preſſrve bondage, degrading to themſelves and 
pernicious to their country: He then infinuates, 
that the Proteſtants are Bigots and Tyrants, 


and that here is no ſecurity that they will not 
enforce againſt the Catholics, the moſt prepoſterous 
and ſhameful laws, &c. The whole of the de- 
claration is indeed of the ſame tiſſue, a high- 
coloured and inflamed deſcription of con- 
ſtructive grievances. He conſiders the mere 


negation of power as the entire demolition 
of liberty, and laws of diſqualification as in- 
ſtruments of torture. He ſtates the poor as 
a wretched band of flaves mouldering under the 


Papery Laws, when he knows in the malice 


of his heart that their ſituation is not affected 


by them at all, and aſſerts, that the only 
crime of Catholics is their not being Rebels, 


or, in the Author's words, that they Rove Aept 


in their chain ns. 


EC... One 
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One would imagine from this exaggerated 
picture, that the Roman Catholics were not 
living under the bleſſings of a free Conſtitu- 


tion; that they were not equally and impar- 


tially taxed with the reſt of the community; 
that there were no trial by Jury for the de- 
fence of their characters, their properties and 
lives; no independent Judges ſworn to admi- | 
niſter juſtice to them freely and indifferently ; 
no Habeas Corpus Act for the ſecurity of 
their perſons; no freedom of preſs for the 
communication of their ſentiments ; no legal 


permiſſion for the exerciſe of their religion; no 


legal mode for the acquiſition of land in fee; 
no ſyſtem of encouragement for their enrich- 
ment by agriculture, by manufacture, by com- 

merce; that from the oppreſſion of Proteſtant 
Tyrants, their numbers were daily dwindling, 
their landed property hourly decreaſing, and 
their perſonal riches continually on thedecline. 


One would ſuppoſe, that the preſent age 
had been forging new maxims for their op- 
preſſion, had doubled the weight of their fet- 
ters, and that the wounds inflicted in times o 
ancient hoſtility, had been torn open, and exul- 
cerated by the cruelty of modern perſecutors. 

— 


* 


I 


One would think that it was a new and 
unheard of doctrine; that thoſe have no right 
to be intruſted with the power of a ſtate, who 
refuſe to give complete ſecurity for the main- 
tenance of its whole conſtitution with ſince- 
rity and zeal. 


By the repreſentations of this McKenna, it 
appears, that the Catholics will not admit any 
ſituation to be a ſtate of liberty which does 
not give them dominion: that they are totally 
_ unmindful of the late relaxations made in 


their favour, or entirely unthankful for the 


benefit They alſo ſeem to forget, that by the 


e tenets of the Religion they prefer, they muſt 


neceſſarily acknowledge a ſupreme power 
without the ſtate, which nominally confined 

to ſpiritual acts eſſentially, and of courſe in 
temporal caſes, which makes them zealots for 
the cauſe of their own Hierarchy, and allows 
them merely to endure the conſtitutional pre- 
dilection given to Proteſtantiſm. 


Ion falſely and ut. miſrepre- 
ſented the inconveniencies of the ſituation of 
his brethren, the Author is pleaſed to proceed 
to intimidation, in caſe his demands in the 

C2 name 


4 
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name of the Catholics ſhall be refuſed. If he 
does not mean to threaten, what occaſion was 


there to alledge that it is not for the Catholic 
lo ſeek advantage from public calamity, or to keep 
their pretenſions in ambuſcade to augment the 


 perplexities of ſome critical moment. If he did 
not intend to intimidate by theſe expreſſions, 
what was the neceſſity of reſorting to ſuch a 


miſchievous and revolting topic? Is an in- 
ſimnuation leſs felt when flily couched in a 
negative, than when boldly diſplayed in a 
broad affirmative? Or is the dagger of the 
aſſaſſin leſs dangerous, when lurking in the 


ſcabbard than when glittering in the hand? 


 Theſeindecent alluſions vex me to the ſoul. 
An inſignificant individual has no right to 
aſſume to himſelf the title of ſecretary to a 


Catholic Society, and to blaſt the fame and 


| honour, and loyalty and hopes of his brethren, 
by ſo foul and blaſphemous an inuendo: 
in the name of the honeſt, the ſincere, and 


calumniated Catholics, I diſavow and re- 
probate his black and malicious inſinuation. 
Ihe Cathohcs of Ireland, as they would abhor 
the act, ſo they diſdain the argument. They 
will not avail themſelves of an inſinuation, 
which, 


„ 


* | 
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which, if true, carries with it their condem- 


nations. They will not plead for benefits in 


a tone which calls for chaſtiſement: nor pe- 
tition for the rewards of a loyaliſt in the lan- 


guage of a Rebel. 


The third argument, adduced by this de- 
claration, for enforcing the claims of the 


Catholics, is equally hypocritical and daring. 
It aſſerts, that che Catholics ought to advance 


their claim at a time moſt favourable to diſcuſ- 


fron, when the condition of the Empire is flouriſh- 
ing and tranquil : they would be culpable to 


poſterity if they omitted to profit of the 3 : 


turn of public ſentiment. 


Let me tranſlate theſe ſubtle and knaviſh 


ſentences into honeſt Engliſh. —A wild de- 
mocratical ſpirit has burſt forth, and is per- 

vading Europe:—It has been particularly 
propagated with much induſtry and ſome 


effect in Ireland. The people have been 


told that Monarchy is a grievance, that 
all Church Eſtabliſhments are nuiſances, and 
that every nation in which every individual 


is not particularly repreſented in its legiſlature 
is in a ſtate of downright ſlavery. Doctrines 
of this nature have infected the ignorant and 

. 
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the factious, the needy and the profligate, 
and have naturally coaleſced with the prin- 


ciples of thoſe ſectaries in whom the hatred 


of eſtabliſhments and a zeal for democracy 


is habitual and hereditary. Such is the real 


ſituation of affairs: and this the Author art- 
fully repreſents as à time moſt favourable to 


dif. ufjion, and as à general inclination of the pub- 
lic ſentiment. Men being bent on change and 


innovation, he ſeizes rapidly on the moment, 


takes up the cant of the day, falls in with 
the publick agitation, engages in factious 
clubs, ſpeculates on a Revolution, aſſociates, 1 
publiſhes, ſwears to effect it; well knowing, 
that, on the overthrow of ſyſtem and order, 
when the force of authority! is loſt, when the 
habit of obedience is at an end, when the 


wholeſome influence of cuſtom, and preju- 


dice, and public faith, and public principle, 


are vaniſhed, and the whole State is floating 


on the chaos of conflicting and jarring ele- 


ments, that body has the greateſt chance of 


ultimate preponder ancy which 1s the moſt 


| numerous. 


When Roman Catholics, in repugnance 
to all their education and habits, and in 


direct 


22 


Wh 


ported. And I muſt need admit that the fup- 
ports 
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direct oppoſition to the principles of ſubor- 
dination, and that exact ſyſtem of graduated 


order, which conſtitute and adorn their hie- 
rarchy, aſſociate and combine with levellers, 
mix with the dregs of republicaniſm, and 
riſk a Democratical Revolution with a view 


to political power, they are either Roman 


| Catholics no longer, as having renounced 
their principles, or they are playing a game 
olf the darkeſt fraud by appearing to renounce 
them; and they muſt be reſiſted as declared Ro 
— or convicted hypocnites. | : 


Let us now review the grounds upon 


which this Theo. M*Kenna comes forward to 
the Nation, in behalf of the Catholic Society. 
1. An aggravated ſtatement of ſuppoſed 


grievances, calculated to inflame the paſſions 


of his ſect.—2. A negative menace, intended 


for the intimidation of Government.—3. An 


inſidious compliment to the ſpirit of the 
times, in the hope of engaging the ſupport 

of the factious. Theſe are the three premiſes 
on which he reſts his concluſion; the three 


pillars on which the main and definitive Re- 
ſolution of his Society is centered and ſup- 


„ 
ports he has ſelected are eſſential to his end. 


Before this capital Reſolution can be crowned 
with complete ſucceſs, the Catholics mult in- 
decd be rouſed; the Government mult indeed 


be intimidated; and the factious indeed be 
— even to madneſs. 


For what is the real ſpirit and meaning of : 
this Reſolution, however artfully concealed 


and guardedly expreſſed? It is plainly this, 


That the Roman Catholics of Ireland 


- ought for ever to be diſſatisfied, until they ob- 


tain the complete poſſeſſion and dominion of 


Ireland. They <cill .to the utmeſ} of their 


 forwer endeavour, by all legal aud conſtitutional 


means, to procure the r. goal of the laws by which 


{vey are aggrieved as Remen Catholics ;---they 
will promote repeated applications ts every branch = 


F the Le g Hature fer that furpeſo, and affi /t 
uch applicatiens by all means of legal influence, 


_ which it ſhall at any time be prſſible for them to 


exert.” 


This is the Reſolution to which all Catho- 
lics, under the endearing title of ella. fi 27 
ferers, are called upon to accede. — They are 
thus invited to declare, that they will not be 
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any longer contented with the complete tole- 

ration of their religion; they muſt have the 

| ſolemn ceremonies, the decorations, the pro- 
ceſſions which attend their Church where the 

Roman Catholic religion is triumphant. 

They are exhorted to declare, that no con- 

ceſſion of benefits, however liberal, can be 


received with ſatisfaction or gratitude, or 


ougnt to relieve the State from their growing 


importunity. The Law, the Army, the 


Navy, the Revenue, the Civil Offices of the 
State, will in vain be offered for their partici- 
pation; the right of voting for repreſentatives, 


the privilege of fitting in the Legiſlature, 


will in vain be added to theſe indulgences. 


There will ſtill be laws, by which, under this 


Reſolution, the Roman Catholics may find 
themſelves aggrieved ; and it will be eaſy to 

make a grievance, when their power to re- 
dreſs it ſhall be increaſed.---Let us recollect 
then, that there is a Proteſtant Church eſta- 


bliſned by law, and that the Catholics are 
taxed for its ſupport. Will not this remain 
a grievance? will not this be a law to be re- 


pealed, according to their Reſolution? and 


under the difeuike of its artful terms, does 


not M*Kenna and his Society pledge them- 


Eh ſelves 


E 


ſelves as forcibly to deſtroy the Proteſtant 
Church, as to repeal the Acts of Toleration. 


M Kenna may poſſibly accuſe me of un- 


fairneſs, he may aſſert, that I induſtriouſy 


torture and pervert the meaning of his reſo- 


- Jntion by falſe interpretation. My anſwer to 


him 1s, that I do not exceed the Letter of his 
reſolution, and I will ſoon convince the nation 
from another publication, that he not only 
means to act up to theLetter of his reſolution, 
but to go beyond it. 


He will a rely on thoſe ſaving 
phraſes constitutional means legal influence 
---as if they could have any other effect than 
to ſave him from the pillory : but I will allow 
his claim, he ſhall fave himſelf by the pro- 
tecting energy of theſe expreſſions, if I do 
not ſatisfactorily prove, that he has already 
reſorted to unconſtitutional means, and to ille- 
5 gal influence. 8 


Having tated his main n propoſition, VIZ. 
« that nothing will ever ſatisfy the Roman 
Catholics, but the whole power of the ſtate 
and the de truction of the Proteſtant Church,” 0 

— M*Kenna 
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M Kenna recurs to their grievances, and de- 
tails them. In purſuing my ſtrictures, I 
ſhall regularly quote his own words, and ac- 
company them by mort comments. 


| The Roman Catholics of Ireland ſeem, ſays he, 

preſerved in this land but as a ſource of revenue. 

There might have been ſome colour for ſuch a 

complaint in Great-Britain, where Papiſts 

| were double taxed: but ſuch an aſſertion in 

the mouth of an Iriſh Catholic is mere falſe- 

hood and malice. In what article is a Papiſt 
taxed in this country, where a Proteſtant 
bears not an equal burthen? Or what attempt 


1 has been made to diſtinguiſh between the 


ſectaries of Ireland in matters of impoſt and 
revenue? 


But the executive, the legiſlative, the judi- 
cial powers are in the hands of them over whom 
the Catholics have no controul. He repreſents - 
then as a grievance, that Ireland is a Proteſ- 


tant ſtate, and that the government 18 not ; 
: Roman Catholic. . 


The R Roman Catholics are prohibited to engage 
in any mode of induſtry from which it is poſſible 
6 FO _ —_ 
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to debar them, or which is werth the monopoly. 


The poſſeſſion then of land, the profits of 


agriculture, of manufacture, and of com- 
merce, 1n all their various branches and de- 
partments, are ſo contemptible, that no one 
would condeſcend, were 1t in his power, to 
monopolize the produce. Will M Kenna aſk 


Mr. Troy, whether he thinks that the cul- 
ture of land is ſo really unprofitable? Will 
he enquire of Meſſrs. Comerford and O'Brien, 


whether it may not be poſſible to ſcrape up 


ſome ſmall pittance by carrying on extenſive 
manufactures? and poſſibly Mr. Byrne and 
Mr. Roche would inform him, that the for- 


tunes to be made by trade are not to be re- 


jected? I have heard alſo, that in pharmacy, 
in ſurgery, in phyfic, the greater proportion 
of ſucceſsful practitioners is of the Catholic 


perſuaſion. 


The Catholics are reſtrifed in the education 


of their Children.---They cannot, indeed, 


give them Proteſtant degrees, or make them 
Proteſtant proſoſſors: but in what other re- 
gard they are reſtricted in the branch of edu- 
cation, it remains for M*Kenna to demon- 


tra 
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The following ſentence is curious for its 


ſentiment and its logic:---As conſcientious 
men, ſays M*Kenna, we cannot lightly abandon 
_ our religion as prudent men, we heſitate to en- 
gage in controverſial fudy.---It is then prudent 


for theCatholics to be ignorant, and conſcien- 


— 


tious to be bigots. Conſcience can alone at- 
tach men to their religion from their belief of 


its truth: belief can only arife from rational 


conviction; and conviction in controverted 
points can merely be procured by knowledge 
of the controverſy. The Catholics then, ac- 
cording to this M. Kenna's caſuiſtry, make it 

a point of prudence to avoid the means of 

| knowledge, and a point of conſcience to be- 


lieve without it. 


But he adds, it is not crates that by i | 


ing their Creed, the Catholics would become better 
men, or more dutiful ſubjects. That men may 
be virtuous under the Roman Catholic ſyſtem, 
no man will diſpute: that it teaches them in 
general to be good ſubjects, few will deny. 


"a certainly, were the Catholics to become 


converts, they could not fail of being better 


ſubjects to a Proteſtant Monarch under a 
Proteſtant eſtabliſhment in Church and State. 


They could then give a full and adequate 


pledge | 
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pledge not only of their conſcientious ſub- 
miſſion to the reigning ſyſtem, but of their 
cordial and zealous attachment to it; unleſs 


M*Kenna can perſuade us, that perſons can 
be equally intereſted and equally anxious in 


ſupporting what they think to be falſe, as 
what they believe to be true: or that a ſec- 


tary can be as ſolicitous to promote the profſ- 
perity of an eſtabliſnment, the advantages of 
which he cannot participate, as thoſe who 


excluſively enjoy its benefits. 


But if M*Kenna imagines that the Roman 


= Catholics would not become berter ſubjects by 
conformity to the eſtabliſhed Church, he takes 


abundant pains to prove, that in their preſent 
condition no ſubjects can poſſibly be worſe. 
He is pleaſed to ſtate i the name of the Ca- 

tholics, that they conſider the freedom and 


proſperity of Ireland as a curſe, that they hate 
the landed gentry, that they are oppreſſed by 
the forms of the conſtitution, and that they 


deteſt the Octennial Bill. Such is the repre- 
ſentation made by this McKenna of the ſen- 


timents of the Roman Catholics. Thus 
does he injuriouſly repreſent them as enemies 
to the Proteſtant Government, in whoſe 


friendly 


—— 
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friendly diſpoſition and loyal 2 —— no 


reaſonable man can — place the ſmalleſt 


reliance. 


Tue liberty, ſays he, of Ireland to thoſe f our 


Communion is a calamity, and their misfortunes 


ſeem likely to increaſe as the country ſhall improve 
in proſperity and freedom. Does M*Kenna 
then forget that the firſt dawn of Iriſh free- 
dom lighted upon the Roman Catholics, and 
that the Proteſtant Parliament of the land 
firſt effectuated their emancipation, before 
they thought of their own. Let him recollecet 
the ſituation of his brethren antecedent to 
the relaxation of the Popery Laws, and the 
liberation of our commerce and conſtitution, 


and compare with it their preſent flouriſhing 


condition. It is not by the profits of an 
eſtabliſhment, by the offices or the penſions 
of a Government, that the condition of a 
whole people can be changed and meliorated. 
Thoſe advantages extend but to a few, and 


even to thoſe few are of a caſual and fluc- 


tuating nature. It is by more copious and 

certain ſources of general opulence and com- 
fort that univerſal improvement is derived to 
a nation. The infinite excitements to in- 


ny 
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duſtry and ingenuity which are afforded by ; 


the objects of rural economy, of machinery 


and merchandize, can alone affect the great 
maſs of a community. Where theſe can be 
freely purſued, and their advantages ſecurely 
enjoyed, there is freedom. Where they are 


purſued and enjoyed by growing numbers and 
with increafing profit, there 1s proſperity. 


Have not then the Roman Catholics fully par- 


ticipated in all the advantages of the enlarged 


commerce, the increaſed agriculture, and 
augmented wealth of Ireland? or from what 
article of profit are they ſpecifically excluded? 
Has not alſo the freedom of the conſtitution 
operated to their benefit? The independency 
of our Judges for their impartial trial? The 
Habeas Corpus Act for the ſecurity of their 
perſon? The free trade for the advancement 
of their opulence? Have theſe acceſſions to 
| the liberty of Ireland been calamities to the 
Catholics or bleſſings? And if the increaſing 
proſperity of the kingdom has hitherto tended 
to their happineſs, upon what principle does 
this Libeller inſinuate that the future increaſe 


of our proſperity mult aggravate their misfor- 
tunes, when upon every ground of juſt and 


candid reaſoning the inte erence is directly the 
reverſe. : oo — 


vengeance, 
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They may look with envy to the ſubjefts of an 
arbitrary Monarch, and contraſt that Govern- 


ment in which one great tyrant ravages the land 
with the thouſand inferior deſpots whom at every 
inſtant they muſt encounter: ſuch is the language 
of a man, who profeſſes that conciliation and 
public harmony are the objects of his work. 
Every Proteſtant in the land he repreſents as 
a deſpot, tyrannizing over his Catholic bro- 
ther with all the ſeverity of the moſt arbi- 
trary tyrant: and deſcribes their connection 
with each other, not as a reciprocation of 
friendly intercourſe, but of continual and 
hoſtile encounter. If then M*Kenna's ſtate- 
ment be true, the Catholics muſt univerſally 
deteſt their Proteſtant neighbours, as their 
cruel and vexatious oppreffors.—Catholics 
feel like men; this tyranny, therefore, and 
oppreſſion, muſt naturally generate in their 
minds ſentiments of hatred, of reſentment, 
of vengeance. The Proteſtants then are firſt 


to believe, that from their own tyranny they 


have driven the Catholics into a determination 
of revenging their wrongs, and are then to 
be duped into a grant of that power which 


ſhould enable the Catholics to effect their ö 
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They have the buſtle and cumberſome forms 
without the advantages of liberty. I have only 
to remark on this ſentence, that it is entirely 
void of any foundation in truth. Not be- 
ing admitted into the powers of our conſti- 
tution, the Catholics cannot, in my concep- 
tion, be much affected with the forms of it: 
they may view with paſſive indifference what 
paſſes in the ſtate, perfectly ſecure in their 


properties and perſons; and if they could be | 
ſatisfied with their buſineſs and their plea- 


ſures, the movements of government would 


to them bealmoſt imperceptible. When they 


are agitated and tormented with buftle, it is 

always, I believe, of their own creation; and 

| they have no right to complain of the duſt 
themſelves have ra aiſed. 


The . period, at which the delegated 
truſt of legiſſation is revoked, and his importance 
reſtored to the conſlituent, returns but to diſturb 
the tranquillity of the Catholics, and revive the 
recolloction of their debaſement.—If the writer 
means to lament the profligacy diffuſed 

through the kingdom by general election, it 
redounds to his credit, it is a ſore evil, and 
requires a ſtrong remedy ; but if we are to 
: underſtand 
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underſtand by him that the lower claſſes of the 
Roman Catholics are ſo deſtitute of morals as 
not to be proof againſt a bribe to perjury, 
when they have only the allurement of a paltry 
gain to work againſt their conſciences, I ſee 
not that the grievance would be redrefſed, 
| when by the acceifion of power, and conſe- 
quence ariſing from the privilege of ſuffrage, 


. they ſhall be enabled to raiſe the price of their 


ignominious traffic, and have additional temp- 
tation to | nada it. 


The mere want of the right of ſuffrage can 
never be conſidered as debaſement. If a man 
from a conſcientious motive debars himſelf 
any gratification or pleaſure, does he debase 
himſelf by the ſelf-denial? If a citizen diveſts 
himſelf of a certain exerciſe of power, by not 
conforming to the rules of the ſociety to 
which he belongs, is his nature diſhonoured 
by a ſcrupulous preference to a ſuperior duty? 

In exacting a neceſſary adherence to its forms 
and ceremonies in theprincipleof ſelf-defence, 
a ſtate may be poſſibly ſevere to ſome claſſes 
of its ſubjects, but the penalty which ſub- 
jects ſuffer in theſe caſes is ſpontaneous and 
nn. it ariſes from internal impulſe, 
bg... not 
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not the coercion of exterior force, and may 


leave in their boſom a ſentiment of ſuperiority 


and conſcious pride, but can by no means 


brand them with ignominy or diſgrace. 


Al the aftivity, all the popular arts of eletio- 


neering canvas, enforce the idea of their infignifi- 
cance: they exemplify it too: witneſs the various 


preferences given by perſons of rank, not always 


to the moſt deſerving among our Proteſiant coun» 
 trymen, à preference nearly as detrimental to the 
independant Proteſtants as to us —Should it be 
meeant by this paragraph, that the county 
members are not Papiſts, the complaint is 


indeed curious; if, however, it alludes to an 
unfair preference given to Proteſtant tenants, 
in ſetting them freeholds previouſly held by 


Papiſts, I will admit the hardſhip of ſuch a 


practice, if it prevails; but I ſhall not believe 
it on M*Kenna' s afſertion. 


The next om— contains M*Kenna's 
complaint, that the Catholics have not the 
power of the ſtate, or, as he terms it, the con- 
trout over power; far between the actual en- 
| nn of power, and the ability to controul 
it, my logic can with difficulty diſcriminate. 

This 


its ſtead.” We ſhall then fairly have before 


us the point at iſſue, and be properly prepared 
to begin 1 the controverſy. 


of conciliation and affection. 

that by the perſuaſive force of his rhetoric, 

he ſhall charm the raven to drop his food for . 
the Papiſts to run away with.—Let us then 
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This certainly is the grievance, the capital, 


the only grievance under which the Catholics 
ſuffer: all their other complaints are idle and 
fictious, and mere pretences for murmur and 


diſcontent. Let then M*Kenna come boldly 


forward, and ſtate his real propoſition in 


direct terms—Let him advance, That the 
_ ©. Proteſtant eſtabliſhment ought no longer 


„ to be ſuffered, and that a Catholic cſta- 
<« bliſhment ought of right to be erected in 


After fach an inflammatory deſcription of 


ſufferings and perſecution, and a libellous 
attack upon the Proteſtant conſtitution and 


Proteſtant gentry of the land; it is pleaſant 
to hear this M Kenna attempt the language 
He thinks, 


for a moment conſider what is the true ſpirit 
of his Addreſs to the Proteſtant community. 

* We confider you as oppreſſors and tyrants, 
M who * us in 2 and ſlavery, who 
00 © debar 
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te debar us from every benefit of exiſtence of 


« which you can pofliblydeprive us, we are of 
te courſe jealous of you in the ſocial intercourſe of 


te private life; and as to public concerns, we 


cc Ire ſeparated from you as if we were a 


« Jiftinft nation. It is time for us to be 
de friends and to unite; there is one circum- 


© ſtance which will extinguiſh the memory 


* of all former conteſts, one healing panacea 


* for ſoothing all our complalnts, one pow- 


© erful menſtruum to melt down all our 


_ « differences into an uniform ſyſtem of cor- 
« diality and love: Only refign your preſent 
ec aſcendancy : overturn the legiſlature, and 


* give us the power of the ſtate. 


Such, from the whole tenor of this decla- 
ration, is M*Kenna's plan for the union of 


 Iriſhmen; and if it were otherwiſe, what could 


be the meaning of the following pathetic 


exclamation! © Countrymen, too long have 
we ſuffered ourſelves to be oppoſed in rival 


factions to each other, the ſport of thoſe who 


felt no tenderneſs for either? Here is an 


invocation to the Diſſenters againſt the mem 


bers of the Church Eſtabliſhment, or to our 
connex1on with Great-Britain. If it means 
"" 


4 
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the former, the Proteſtants are much obliged 
and flattered by this charitable inſinuation; 
if the latter is intended, they are equally obli- 
ged and flattered by the compliment to their 
underſtandings. They are fully aware and 


| ſenſible that the exiſtence of Ireland, as a 
| Proteſtant country, both in point of right 


and in point of power, depends upon its con- 


nexion with Great-Britain; and they are not 
to be inſidiouſly duped by artifice or faction 
into a ſacrifice of that protection and alliance, 
which, next to their own firmneſs and virtue, 


is the ſureſt guarantee of their monarchy, 


their laws, their property, and their religion. 


But M*Kenna proceeds—Why ſbould a di- 
verſity of ſentiments, where the matter in debate 
is abſtruſe, or unimportant, ſeparate thoſe whom 


Heaven has placed together for mutual benefit 
and conſolation? Is it then an abſtruſe and 
unimportant matter that the Popiſh Hierar- 


chy ſhould be governed by a power foreign 
to the realm, and by maxims unacknowledged 

by the conſtitution? that the Catholic reli- 

gion, (and religion is a practical thing, con- 
nected with every moral action, and the only 
true baſis of conduct), forbids the Catholics 


to 
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to give that aſſurance to the State which it 


has a right to require; viz. that they will 
uphold with zeal all her eſtabliſhments. And 
if an honeſt Catholic will not, and dare not, 
diſavow foreign authority in eccleſiaſtical 
matters, and if he be obliged in conſcience to 
_ endeavour, with all his influence, to further 
the intereſts of his communion, to increaſe 
its proſelites, to aggrandize its power, then 
the matter in queſtion is nat abſtruſe nor un- 
important: And the admiſſion of Catholics 


to all the liberty, and the excluſion of them 


from ſome of the power of the State, is not 


_ unreaſonable. The ſame conſcience which 
prevents a Catholic from taking the Nati- 
_ onal 'Ceſt, juſtifies the State in impoſing it. 


Hy refuſing to give the pledge required by the 
State, he confeſſes his opinions and intereſts 


to be different from thoſe ſhe has adopted, 
and therefore he cannot claim the power, 
which he could not, in every caſe, exert for 
ber general ſervice, and in many caſes muſt 


5 direct againſt 1 it. 


Leſt he ſhould fail in his impoſing Addreſs 


to the affections and paſſions of the Pro- 


teſtants, M*Kenna next endeavours to entrap 


them 


4 
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under their influence public ſpirit is enervated. 
It is the intereſt of every man in Ireland that the 


Aldermen and Common Council becoming 
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them by the allurements of ſelf. intereſt. — 
The ill fett of reſtrictiom, ſays he, are not 
confined to our religion, they extend to every in- 
dividual, and every public body in the nation. 
' Under the weight of them induſtry is oppreſſed ; 


entire could be 4 Med. 


As he has not condeſcended to accompany 


theſe aſſertions with any proofs, I conclude 
the author imagines that they are in their 
nature ſelf-evident, and would be merely ob- i 


ſcured by elucidation. Perhaps, however, 


there are ſome perſons who are not gifted 
with ſo clear a fight as M Kenna, and may 
— think themſelves intitled to a formal demon- 


ftration of the benefits which muſt accrue to 


the iſland by a transfer of the power of Go- 


vernment to the Papiſts, before they will 


conſent to ſuch an extraordinary ſurrender. 


Poſſibly, alſo, public bodies may be equally 


unenlightened on this ſubject ; even the loyal 
and chartered citizens of Dublin may not be 


entirely perſuaded of the bleſſings which will 
be derived to their Corporation from the 


_ Catholics. 
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_ Catholics. As within a few years the na- 
tional exertions, and the conſequences of 
of thoſe exertions, the wealth and proſperity 
of the nation, have exceeded the expectations 
and hopes of the ſanguine, it will require ſome 
art, in addreſſing our credulity, to convince 
us that Induſtry is depreſſed by the Popery Laws. 
And as, within a thort period, we have li- 
berated our commerce, and unſhackled our 
Legiſlature, and are at preſent teeming with 
numerous projects of reform and patriotiſm, 

I cannot preciſely make out that, by exclu- 
ding Catholics from political offices, Public 
Spirit is enervated. It may be, however, the 
author's meaning, that it will be extremely 
difficult for any deſperate ſet of levellers to 
deſtroy our eſtabliſhments, and overthrow 
the conſtitution, without the affiſtance of 
Roman Catholics; and that whatever tends 
to thoſe great objects is alone Public Spirit. 
Under this conſtruction, Iwill indeed confeſs 


| his obſervation to be juſt: Their numbers 


and ſtrength would be certainly a formidable 
acceſſion to the Agitators and Republicans 
of the day. There is alſo no doubt that 
M*Kenna's cooperation with their deſigns may 
be — upon hut ĩt 1s preſumed the 
lips 
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lips of M. Kenna do not utter the voice of the 

Catholic Body, and that, if he alludes to a 
conduct which would become a traitor, he 
alludes only to himſelf. 


But it is the intereſt of the Crows, as it muſt 
promote the general happineſs of his ſubjetts. 
Alas! His Majeſty, being ſomewhat bound 
by the ties of his coronation oath, may alſo 
think it a hazardous meaſure, as it may 
affect the publick tranquillity, to put in 
danger the Proteſtant eſtabliſhment. His 
Engliſh ſubjects have recently diſplayed a 
_ fiery zeal in ſupport of the preſent ſyſtem, 
and he may be juſtly afraid of the burning 
ſpirit of his Iriſb ſubjects, ſhould innovations 
in this country be too far countenanced. 


5 T is the intereſt of the Great, as it will ſerve 
: to tranquillize the country, and to encourage in- 
dustry. It has been always imagined, that 
the eſtabliſhment of Laws of Toleration ori- 
ginated from Religious Diſſentions, which 
rendered it neceſſary to terminate the diſputes | 
between the contending parties, by giving 
a legal preference and ſanction to one of 
oY them. I am afraid, therefore, that by remo- 
| ving 
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ving the barrier which has ſhut out from the 
State religious conteſt, and by reviving the 
rivalſhip of Seftaries, which was the cauſe 


| that produced it, we ſhould take but an un- 


ſucceſsful method to franguillixe Ireland. 


Tranquillize! What does this M. Kenna inſi- 


nuate? Is the country, then, diſaffected and 


turbulent? Are the Catholics in a ſtate of 


inſurrection and revolt, and will nothing 


tranguilliae their ſpirits, but a ſacrifice of the = 
_ Proteſtant Aſcendancy? As to encouraging 
industry by a total repeal of the Popery Laws, 
what pretext can be more ridiculous ? The 
only poſſible acceſſion of conſtitutional advan- 
tage which the lower and induſtrious claſſes 
of the Catholics can receive from the aboli- 
tion of the Reſtriftive Laws, is the privilege 


of ſuffrage. This is indeed an admirable pro- 


ject of his political ſpeculation, to” encourage 
the induſtry of our inhabitants by engaging 


them in electioneering conteſts, and making 


, them the objects of canvas and corruption. 


It 5s the additional interest of the middle and 


inferior ranks, as it must impart new impor- 


tance to their ſentiments, and to the expreſſion 
of their ſentiments. Ave we to underſtand 


— 
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ry 


them into a — minority. 


1 Þ 
M. Kenna, that he points in this ſentence to 


the Catholics alone, or to the Proteſtants of 


the Church of Ireland? if to the former, no- 
thing can be more true; if to the latter, there 
cannot be a greater falſehood. We are not ſo 


blind and ignorant as not to perceive that, 


were the Catholics in poſſeſſion of the State, 


they would immediately riſe into conſe- 
quence; that they would aſſume a more lofty 


ſentiment and manner, and aſſume a more 


authorative and dictatorial tone; that the 
middling and inferior claſſes would govern 
the elections, and domineer in the corpora- 
tions, and ſoon give law to the kingdom. 


The Proteſtants in the country, finding their 


inferior number unprotected by privilege, 


after a few inglorious ſtruggles, would fink 


into impotence and contempt. This would 
be the natural courſe of affairs; this the Pro- 


teftants foreſee, and will therefore prevent. 


M Kenna treats the Proteſtants as arrant 
fools. He would ſtrip them of their privilege, 
by way of raiſing their conſequence; he would 
give importance to their ſentiments, by ren- 


dering them inſignificant; and give weight 
to the expreſſion of their ſentiments by caſting 


The 
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The next ground of M*Kenna's complaint 
ariſes from the number of the Catholics, which, 


he ſays, is alledged as à reaſon to procrastinate 


relief. His ſtatement of this circumſtance 


15 not ſo deſtitute of foundation, as the mo- 
tive he invidioully aſſigns for it. 


Ireland. The Proteſtants are in poſſeſſion of 


almoſt the whole landed property of the 

Kingdom: unfortunately they acquired it 
under queſtionable Titles, and in point of 
numbers they are inferior to the Catholics ; 
having however excluſively the power of the 
State, they are enabled to enjoy their poſſeſ- 
ſions in ſecurity. Were the power which now 
just ſupports the Proteſtant communion 


transferred to the more numerous body, the 


balance would be deſtroyed, and every thing 
_ would fall into the Catholic ſcale: it is there- 


fore the peculiar and critical ſituation of af- 
fairs, the principle of ſelf-defence, and the 
preſſure of neceſſity, that determine the Pro- 

teſtants to — to themſelves that power, 


which | 


The power in any State muſt be directly 
as the numbers, if their force be not coun- 
teracted by political arrangement. Conſider 
then for a moment the ſingular ſituation of 


> 4 


\ of 


ds 


\ f 


I 8 1 
which, by N to participate, they 


ſhould entifely loſe. Far from their thoughts 
is inſult and mockery, which M Kenna con- 
ciliatingly aſſerts to be the inſtigators of their 
conduct: in general they regret the cauſes 
which force them to maintain a ſyſtem of 


| jealouſy and caution, and to compenſate by 
| ſuperior privileges their numerical inferiority. 


Let this be the . an anſwer of com- 


mon honeſty and common reaſon, to all the 
flouriſh and panegyric which M Kenna la- 
vviſhes on our Conſtitution, and to all the 
hopes and all the wiſhes he expreſſes for a 
communication of its powers. Could we be 
aſſured that poſſeſſion would extinguiſn de- 


ſire, that participation would produce con- 
tent, that the thirſt of dominion were not 


like immoderate love, and that increaſe of 


appetite would not grow by what it fed on; 
in ſhort, that the laws of nature would be 


changed with reſpect to the Catholic, and 
there were a divine prophecy that the Pro- 
teſtants ſhould be ſecure in their ſituati- 


ons when the Catholics ſhould be enabled to 
diſpoſſeſs them, there would be then a plauſi- 
ble excuſe and juſtification for complying 


with BE 
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with M'Kenna's demands. But if a fimilar 
grant to the diſſenters, far from Working ſa- 


tisfaction and content, has merely afforded 


them a vantage ground for attacking the 
_ conſtitution with new force and additional 
hopes, upon what reaſoning ſhall we infer 


that the acceſſion of dominion to the Catho- 


lics will reſtrain their views and moderate 


their ambition? Neither profeſſions, nor pro- 
miles, nor engagements, nor oaths, will 


change the nature of man, nor eradicate from 


is breaſt his native love of power. It is the 
origin of all his motions, the main ſpring of 
his activity and energies, whether he move in 
his individual or collective capacity ; and it is 
the extremity of folly to think of chaining 
down its force by the cobweb of ſentiment. 


But M Kenna e, @ test more unequivocal = 


than a volume of abjurations, Me hope to be 
free, and will endeavour to be united.” I can- 


not endure the canting hypocriſy of the 
word © Frce;” let him be honeſt for a mo- 


ment and ſubſtitute his real meaning, and 
then we can fairly conſider the ſentence : 
* We hope to be cwerful, and will endeavour 
© to be united.” It he could now demonſtrate 

| | that 


= 


that the attainment of his hope would ac- 
compliſn his endeavours, M*Kenna might 
| ſoon make me his convert and partizan; but 
| while the hiſtory of mankind, the conſtitu- 
tion of human nature, common ſenſe and 
common reaſon, convince me of the contrary, 
IJ never can engage in fo ridiculous a project, 


as an attempt to unite my countrymen by a 
meaſure which would undoubtedly involve 
them in all the miſeries of internal _ 
and commotion. 
Hie concludes the paragraph by tkis in- 


ſulting exclamation, Who is be that calls 


bimfelf a friend to Ireland, and will refuſe us ?” 
I anſwer, every conſcientious Roman Ca- 


gentleman: but as there is no honeſt man of 


his communion, who upon the principles of 


that communion would think a Roman Ca- 
tholic government either called upon P | 


juſtice, or warranted in pou:.t of faith, 
grant more privilege to ſectaries than = 


vocal toleration; the ſame meaſure of indul- 
| gence, and the ſame alone will, he reaſonably 
expect or demand under a Proteſtant monar- 


chy; and what only he has a right to demand, 


with that will he be contented. 


E Having 
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Having completely awakened the fears and 
jealouſies of the Proteſtants, M*Kenna next 
attempts to allay them by an aſſurance, tbat 
neither the adoption nor rejettion of their applica- 
tions can interrupt the public harmony. From 
the latter certainly there is no reaſon to fear, 


unleſs the Catholic mind be changed like = 


MKenna's from loyalty to ſedition, from 
_ gratitude to reſentment, and from a patient 
acquieſcence in their preſent ſtate of toleration 
and liberty to an unconquerable luſt of ſu- 
premacy and dominion. From the former 
there would indeed be much ground of ap- 
prehenſion, tho M Kenna may dwell upon 
their ancient defeats as an argument againſt 
their future ſucceſs. For when they ſnall be 
poſſeſſed of the legiſlature, and have the whole 
political force of the iſland at their diſcretion, 
there will be no need of arms and conqueſt. 
A Popiſh parliament may reſtore what a Pro- 
teſtant parliament confiſcated, and it will ſoon 
be found a ſoleciſm, that thoſe ſhould have 


the power who have nat the property of the 
. 


VI Kenna had before repreſented his bre- 
thren as debarred from wry channel of in- 


dn. 
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duſtry, and excluded from every lucrative 

ſource of employment; but here his argument 
unfortunately drives him to a contrary ſtate- 
ment. He repreſents it to be the perſonal and 
pecuniary interest of every Catholic to maintain 
the preſent ſettlement ; that part are wealthy ana 
attached to their preſent enjoyments ; part induſ- 
triaus, to whom a year of anarchy would prove 
fatal; that they are engaged for the moſt part 
in the lucrative branches of commerce; that indi- 
vidually they have more at flake than ſome who 
preſume to falfify their motives, ana calumniate 
their actions, and that they are concerned no leſs. 

| than any other claſs of citizens to preſerve the 

bleſſings of tranquillity —Such after all are 
M Kenna's real ſentiments with regard to 
the ſituation of his brethren, when unawares 
and unintentionally he is entrapped by his 

_ own cunnang to ſpeak the language of truth. 
Thus this unfortunate ſect, this aggrieved, 
mortified, degraded, debaſed. oppr-ſſed, ſuffering, 
_ puniſhed, enchained aud enſlave: » ace, turns out 
to be a well-treated, conte ted, induſtrious 
and wealthy people, who are acquiring large 
perſonal fortunes in trade, and making large 
purchaſes of land, or lolling at tneir cafe in 
pleaſure and enjoyment; not a man of whom 
E 2 bute 
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but is intereſted to maintain the public peace 
and uphold the preſent ſettlement; ſo kindly 
are they treated by the government. EO 


7s M. Kenna adverts alſo tothe pour, and cer- 
tainly there is no compaſſionate heart which 
does not bleed for their fituation, and would 
not embrace with alacrity the means which 
could relieve their miſery. But when he re- 
preſents their ſituation as theeffect of the pre- 
ſent Popery Laws, and that they are mouldring 
under their bad influence, he wilfully aſſerts 
the thing that is not. He knows in his heart 
that neither the continuance of thoſe laws 
can increaſe their wretchedneſs, nor the repeal 
of them reheve it. Could he demonſtrate, 
that a removal of the reſtrictive code would 
eſſentially meliorate the condition of the poor, 
| he would have an argument in his quiver 
which policy could ill refiſt after the loſs of 
— humanity. Let M*Kenna meditate on plans 
for the improvement and comfort of the poor, 
his labour will then deſerve attention and en- 
couragement. 4 
men who, being diſſatisfied with freedom, and 
importunate for power, overlook the ſuffer- | 


ings of the .. to them only 
for 


But I muſt be indifferent to 
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for the purpoſes of ſedition; who attribute 
their diſtreſſes to a falſe cauſe, and point their 
exertions to an object which cannot reheve 
them, in hopes that they themſelves and their 
own faction may profit by crimes perpetrated 
by ignorance, and prompted by Py. 


M RKenna had „ to intereſt the 
compaſſion, to engage the affections, to at- 
tract the ſelfiſhneſs, and diſarm the fears of 
his Proteſtant brethren; but poſſibly thinking 


tis kind of eloquence unſucceſsful, he riſes 


55 tion in one hand and a bludgeon in the other. 


in his tone, and ſoars up to expoſtulation uin 

menace.— Our cauſe, ſays he, is the 

e cauſe of juſtice we are men * city 
* and manly ſpirit—our only crime is to have 

e ſlept over our chains.” Thus does he aſ- 

ſume the language and ſaucineſs of the ſturdy : 

beggar, and applies for relief with a peti- 


When Judas betrayed his maſter with a kiſs 
| he was attended by a great multitude, with 
ſwords and ſtaves, from the high prieſts and 

elders of the people.—If the Proteſtant body 
are to conſider M*Kenna's production as the 
general ſentiment of the Catholics, they can 
no longer concede to their brethren without 


1 


the imputation of a forced ſurrender. The 


princ.ples ot confidence and union he has 
annihilated; every generous motive he has 


will be conſtrued into fear, and the Catholics 


may plead intimidation as an apology for 


ingratitude. 


Intheparagraph Iamexamining, Kenna | 
| boldly breaks out, We challenge an inveſ- 


tigation of our principles and conduct:” 


no one can be more ready than the author 


of theſe ſtrictures, to give the fulleſt credit 
to the reſpectable body of the Catholics, for 
their conſtitutional obedience and loyal ſub- 


miſſion, and for their exemplary and ſteady 
conduct in the hour of temptation and trial. 
But if M*Kenna means to vindicate his own 


5 principles and conduct, and make them a plea 
of merit, let him beware leſt he ſoon repent 
his ill- timed temerity. 


i M*Kenna ſums up his ann a 
high-wrought appeal to the literati, to the 


parliament, to the world; and then, after pa- 


thetically aſking the motive for excluding the 
| Catholics from the State, he aſſigns himſelf a 


falſe one, and concludes. 


extinguiſhed; the liberality of the Proteſtants 
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It is not for the palitical errors or mi for- 


tunes of tbeir ancestors, that the preſent race 
of Roman Catholics are not admitted into 


the powers of the ſtate: nor does M Kenna, 
whatever he may affect, want information 
upon this ſubject. Their excluſion ariſes 
not from ancient error or misfortune, but 
from their preſent attachment to a commu- 
nion, which acknowledges ſupremacy to re- 
ſide in foreign power. It ariſes, as I have 
before ſtated, from their refuſal to diſclaim 
the authority of that power, and from their 
inability to give that pledge of their zeal for 
the ſupport of all her eſtabliſhments, which 


the ſtate has a right to demand; it ariſes from 


the natureof the conſtitution of Great-Britain 

and Ireland, as ſettled at the Revolution in 
1688, when Proteſtantiſm was made a fun- 

| damental principle in church and tate; it 
_ ariſes further from an obvious and ſelf- evi- 


dent poſition, that thoſe cannot conſcientiouſly. 


claim employment of truſt and power in a 
government, who are . averſe | 
to its principles and tenets. 5 


Hence it follows, that the Catholics have 


ny claim to 4 toleration, not to an eſtab- 


liſhment, 7 
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liſhment; and to the enjoyment of civil li- 
berty, not to the exerciſe of political power. 


What I have here laid down, cannot be 
controverted by any man, who does not hold 
that Kehgion is a matter in itſelf indifferent, 
and the concern of individuals only; that it 
neither does, nor from its nature can, inter- 
fere and meddle with ſecular concerns; that, 


Z in particular, the Roman Catholic religion is 


ſo conſtituted, as to have political power 
and influence leſs for its object than any 
other communion ; that it has invariably, 
wherever an opportunity preſented itſelf, 
declined to engage in temporal concerns; and 
that it has never controuled, never uſurped, 
never embroiled, never overthrown the Go- 


vernment of States. 


I have faid, that I would convince the Na- 
tion, that M*Kenna was prepared, not only 
to act up to the ſpirit of the main reſolution 
contained in his declaration, but even to go 
beyond it; and that I would ſoon cauſe him 
to repent of his ill-timed appeal to his cha- 
rafter and conduct. Having rid myſelf of 
tis pamphlet, I will make good my promiſe. 
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Is then W'Kenna, or is he not, a member 
of the ſociety of United Ir:ſhmen in Dublin? 
Has he, or has he not, agreed to the reſolutions 
of that ſociety, paſſed at the Eagle in Euſtace- 
ſtreet on the gth of November laſt, when the 
Hon. Simon Butler was in the chair, and 
Napper Tandy acted as ſecretary? wherein, 
after venting the moſt libellous abuſe againſt 
the Legiſlature and the Adminiſtration, the 

_ reſolutions of a ſimilar Society, ſaid to be eſta- 
| bliſhed at Belfaſt, are adopted; the two great 
objects of which. are to effect a ſeparation 


from Great-Britain, and to overthrow our 
Proteſtant Legiſlature. —Theſe meaſures are 


not to be effected by argument, but by force. 


The Societies exhort their countrymen to 


form ſimilar Societies in every quarter of the 
kingdom, that they may learn to correſpond 
and to co-operate, and their reſolutions ter- 
minate in a marked ſentence, little ſhort of 
direct treaſon. © The People, when thus 
collected, will feel their own weight, and ſe- 
e cure that power which theory has admitted 
to be portion; to which, if they be 
not arouſed by their preſent provocations 
< to vindicate it, they deſerve to forfeit their 
pretenſions for ever.” I know not what 
1 5 conſtruction 
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conſtruction may be put upon this ſentence 
by his Majeſty's Attorney-General ; but in the 
underſtanding of a mar. who has mere com- 
mon ſenſe to guide him, it contains a direct 
inſtigation to revolt. It ſpeaks to my mind 
the following language:. Catholics of Ire- 


« land! Theory admits the power of theſtate 


i, to be your portion of right; the oppreſſions 
2 of Government are at preſent ſo iniquitous 


as to arouſe you to vindicate that power; 


« form yourſelves, therefore, into Clubs ang 


6 © Correſponding Societies, that you may 
earn to think alike and to co-operate; you 
will then feel your own weight; you will 
then be able to act with unanimity, ſpirit, 
and decifion; and you will then ſecure to 
« yourſelves that power, or deſerve to forfeit 
« your pretenſions for ever. —ls not this 
an exhortation to overturn the Proteſtant 
Eſtabliſhment of the Legiſlature by conſpi- 
racy and by force, and is it not a publication 
almoſt tantamount to High Treaſon ? But 
what M*Kenna has reſolved, that alſo has he 


ſworn to effect the forcible reform of Par- 


— hament, and demolition of the Fromm 
Eſtabliſhment. | 


This 
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This Society of United Inſhmen have indi- 
vidually ſworn and publiſhed their oath, by 
which theypledge themſelves to their country, 
in preſence of God, that they will uſe all 
their abilities and influence in effecting a 


Reform of Parliament, wherein the Catholics 2 
are to have the power. 


Theſe are M*Kenna's principles, this i is his 
conduct, to which he appeals as the x . 
for engaging the confidence of his on 
men and the favour of the crown. He pub- 
liſhes a declaration, exciting the Roman 
| Catholics to perpetual diſſatisfaction and dif- 
content, until every law that affects them be 
| repealed; and he then joins a ſociety of Le- 
vellers, Diſſenters and Republicans, plans a 
ſeparation of the kingdom from Great-Bri- 


tain, determines to annihilate the Proteſtant 


Parliament, and invokes his brethren to form 


Clubs and Conſpiracies for CR 8 
* 4 by force. 


But M- kenna e have caballed and 
written and ſubſeribed and ſworn, and re- 
belled if he pleaſed, without my notice, if he 
had not ſtyled himſelf ſecretary to the Ca- 


tholic 
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tholic Society, and had not endeavoured to in- 
volve his brethren in the guilt of his writings 
and practices. He incorporates them with 
the Levellers, embodies them with the fac- 
tious. He repreſents them as men who, in 
their purſuit of power, are willing to adopt 
every wild principle of democratic fanaticiſm, 
to engage with all the outcaſts of ſectariſm, 
and every deſperate adventurer in politics, for 
the overthrowof the Proteſtant eſtabliſhment. 
It is therefore the object of the writer of theſe 
ſtrictures, not to let his calumny prevail, not 
to confound the innocent with the guilty, nor 
permit the mildew'd ear to blaſt his whole- 
ſome brethren.—By expoſing the charges and 


= imputations with M*Kenna, is fixing upon 


the Roman Catholics, we truſt they will pu- 
rify and exerciſe their body, and by ſeparating 
from the infected part, come forth in the 
unſullied garb of their ſpotleſs loyalty, avow 
their unſhaken reliance in the juſtice of their 
legiſlature, and their unalterable confidence 
in the benevolence of their Monarch, 


They will look back with gratitude to the | 
favours they have received in 1779 and 1781, 
and will be happy in conſidering them as the 
free 
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free gift of enlightened liberal, 
extorted conceſſions of importunate : 
If they ſhould deem the preſent an expeu. 


| occaſion for renewing their petitions for ad- 


ditional relief, they will not ſully their re- 
queſt with the ſmalleſt breath of faction, nor 
clothe the humility of application with the 
inſolence of intimidation. They will ſhew, 
that the late relaxations have been advanta- 
geous to the publick order, and the eſtabliſhed 
ſyſtem, and they will convince the Parliament, 


means endanger our happy eſtabliſhment : 


they will diſclaim M*Kenna's ſeditious reſo- 


lution, that the legiſlature can do nothing 
for their ſervice, unleſs they admit them to 
the whole power of the ſtate; and that any 


partial repeal of reſtrictive laws, however im- 


portant and beneficial, can only continue diſ- 
. and augment their importunity. 


They will be ſtudious to e effecting 
any league and confederacy with thoſe whoſe 


_ principles are the contraſt of their own, and 


with whom an union can hardly be ſincere 
without bein g dangerous. 


= They 
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They will laſtly diſclaim all connexion 


ciples, his declarations, his clubs, his oaths, 
and his conſpiracies.— They will not preſent 
themſelves with the olive in one hand and 
the ſword in the other; nor will they com- 

bine the relief of the Roman Catholics with Ee 
the downfall of Proteſtaniſm. e 


be legiſlature muſt ha ever r diſpoſed to 
to the reaſonable complaints and wiſhes 


of a loyal community: they never can make 


the ſlighteſt conceſſion to faction, menace, 5 
and conſpiracy. | 5 


with M Kenna and his aſſociates, his pri- 
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December 27th, 1791, 


T be following ADDRESS was preſented to 
the Lord Lieutenant: 


To his meer; Jonx Earl of WesTMoR- 
LAND, Lord Lieutenant- General and Ge- 
neral- Governor of IRELAND. 


: WE, the W his Majeſty s moſt 
dutiful and loyal Subjects, Roman Catholics 
of the Kingdom of Ireland, deſirous at all 


times to declare unequivocally our Senti- 


ments of Loyalty to our moſt gracious Sove- 


reign, and our Attachment to the Conſtitu- 


tion, diſclaiming every Word or Act, which 
can directly or indirectly tend to alarm the 
Minds of our Brethren, or diſturb the Tran- 
quillity of this Country, have, in order to 
prevent Miſrepreſentation or Miſconception 

of our Sentiments, thought it neceſſary now 

to lay before your Excellency the Reſolutions 


55 hereunto annexed. 


We confide * your Excellency's goodneſs, 
that you will be pleaſed to repreſent us to our 
moſt gracious Sovereign, ſuch as we really 

5 are, 
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are, grateful for the mild and benevolent 
diſpoſition he has been always 982 
— to ſhew towards us. 


We rely with confidence on our yy as 
a pledge for our future good conduct; and, 
as we feel moſt ſtrongly the benefits that 
have ariſen, not only to us in particular, but 
to this kingdom in general, from the indul- 
_ gence, which, through the wiſdom of the 
Legiſlature, we have already received, fo we 
look with reſpectful confidence to its wiſ- 
dom, liberality, and benevolence, or a f ur- 
ther extenſion of its favours. 


8 Reſolved, | That e be made to 

the Legiſlature, during the next Seſſion of 

Parliament, for a further Repeal of the Laws 
affecting the Roman Catholics of Irelanld. 


Reſolved, That, grateful for former con- 
ceſſions, we do not preſume to point out the 


meaſure or extent to which ſuch Repeal * 


ſhould be carried, but leave the ſame to the 
wiſdom and diſcretion of the Legiſlature; 
fully confiding in their liberality and bene- 
volence, that it will be as extenſive as the 
cxrcumltances 


Fe 


promote tranquillity and ſubmiſſion to the 


which can either directly or indirectly tend 
co diſturb or impede the ſame, and will rely 
on the wiſdom and benevolence of the Legiſ- 
lature, as the ſource from which we deſire 
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circumſtances of the times, and the general 
welfare of the empire, ſhall, in their conſi- 


deration, render prudent and expedient. 


Reſolved, That, firmly a tached to our 
moſt gracious Sovereign and the inſtitutien 
of the Kingdom, and anxiouſly defirous to 


laws, we will ſtudiouſly avoid all meaſures, 


to obtain a further relaxation of the above. 


6 


5 FINGAL 
GORMANSTOWN 


JOHN TROY, D. D. R. Cach. A. D. 
Hon. John Preſton, Gormanſtown, co. Meath 
Valentine Browne, K:llarney, co. Kerry 
Sir Patrick Bellew, bart. Barmeath, co. Louth 

Sir Thomas Eſmond, bart. co. Wexford 


Edward Bellew, Barmeath, co. Louth 


Hugh O'Reilly, Ballinlough, co. Weſtmeath 
Malachi Donnellan, Ballydonnellan, Galuay 
R. Farrell Caddell, Harbourtſtoun, Meath 


Peter Daly, Cloonaba, aforeſaid 
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0 vert Caddell, Harbouriſtoun, co. Meath 
ph Biake, Ardtry, co. Galway 
V. it am Pellew, Barmeatb, co. Louth 
James Deaſe. Turbet/rwen, co. Weſtmeath 
Oliver Count D' Alton, co. Weſtmeath 
John White, Zoughbrickland. co. Down 
Richard Strange, Spencer-Hili, co. Louth 
Wilham Netterville, Cruiſerath, co. Meath 
Mat. Donnellan, Ballydonnelion, co. Galway 
Robert French, Nabaſane, co. Galwax 
D. W. OReilly, Kildangan-Caftle, cc. Kiidare 
John Burke, Marble- Hill, co. Galway 
Michael Burke, Spring-Garden, co. Galway 
Thomas Burke, Marble- Hill, co. Galway 
Major Anſelm Nugent, co. Meath : 
Thomas Daly, Cloonaha, co. Galway 


John Blake, Ballimana, co. Galway + 
Francis Cruiſe, Belgard, co. Dublin 
Francis Goold, city of Cork 
Chriſtopher Fitzfimon, co. Wicklow 

Harvey Hay, Ballintreel, co. Wexford 

James Farrell, city of Dublin 
Walter Blackney, co. Carlow 
James Blackney, co. Carlow 

Patrick Deaſe, city of Dublin 
John Huſſey, Rakenny, co. Meath 
John DT, late of Belgard, c co. Dublin 
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Edward Hearne, Hearnſbrook, co. Galway 
George Butler, Bailyragget . 
Daniel Cronin, Rathmore, co. Kerry 
Gregory Byrne, city of Dublin 
Stephen Roche John, city of Limerick 
Philip Roche John, city of Limerick 
George Ryan, Inch, co. Tipperary 
John O'Brien, city of Limerick 
James O'Brien, city of Limerick 
Stephen Roche, jun. city of Limerick 
Thomas Roche, city of Limerick 
John Bagot, Caſtle-Bagot, co. Dublin 
John Roche, city of Dublin 
James Nugent, Ballinacorr, co. Weſtmeath 
Denis Thomas O'Brien, city of Dublin 
John Comerford, city of Dublin 
Richard Deaſe, Clongzll, co. Meath 
John Deaſe, city of Dublin 
Henry Farrell, city of Dublin 
John Harford, city of Dublin 
Thomas Magan, city of Dublin 
Thomas Bourke, Mecleck, co. _ 
James Taylor, co. Meath 
Lewis Ward, Liſcub, co. Galway 
John Nugent, Kilcomb, Weſtmeath 
Anthony Brown, K:lcongan, Weſtmeath 
Owen Brown, K:lcongan, Weſimeath 
Nicholas Brown, Parcelſiown, Meath. 
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To which his Excellency was pleaſed to give 
the following Anfwer : 

I receive with great Satisfaction this De- 
claration of your Loyalty to the King, and 
Attachment to the Conſtitution: I will not 
fail to make a faithful Repreſentation thereof 


CT 


At a Meeting of the CATHOLIC SOCI- 
Ex of Dublin, held at DERHAM e, 
Eſſex- ſtreet, Dec. 21, 1791, the following 
223 5 


5 Reſolved, That the warmeſt Thanks of 
this Society be, and are hereby given to 
Turos Arn MKENNA, eſq; M. D. for the zeal 
and abilities he has manifeſted in our cauſe. 


Reſolved, That we preſent him with = 
Sold Medal, in teſtimony of our approbation 


of his conduct as Secretary to this Society. 


Ordered, That theſe Reſolutions be pub- 
liſhed. 


| THOMAS BRAUGHALL, Prefident, 
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